
_____________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

Proceedings of the 5th National Malleefowl Forum 2014                                                                                                            258 

3. Emergency Summit for Threatened Mallee Birds 
 
Janelle Thomas, BirdLife Australia 
 
Authors: J. Thomas1, R. Boulton2, J. Lau1, S. Vine1, J. O’Connor1, D. Ingwersen1, G. Maurer1 
 

1. BirdLife Australia, 2. The University of Adelaide 
 
 
Summary 
 
With a number of mallee birds facing a significant risk of extinction, BirdLife Australia’s ‘Emergency 
Summit for Threatened Mallee Birds’ gathered together experts to address priority conservation actions. 
 
 
Abstract 
 
The Murray Mallee provides habitat for six nationally-listed threatened species: Mallee Emu-wren 
(Endangered), Black-eared Miner (Endangered), Regent Parrot (eastern) (Vulnerable), Red-lored 
Whistler (Vulnerable), Malleefowl (Vulnerable) and Western Whipbird (eastern) (Vulnerable). 
 
Fire is a major threat to many of these species as they require relatively long unburnt mallee.  Earlier 
this year, large wildfires burnt out 90 per cent of Bronzewing Flora and Fauna Reserve (VIC) and Billiatt 
Conservation Park (SA).  The Bronzewing fire most likely wiped out the ‘insurance’ population of the 
Black-eared Miner and a significant population of Malleefowl. The Billiatt fire resulted in the global 
population of the Mallee Emu-wren now being confined to one contiguous area that covers Murray-
Sunset and Hattah-Kulkyne National Parks. Mallee Emu-wren and Black-eared Miner are now highly 
vulnerable to a reserve-wide fire extinction event. In addition, fires have recently destroyed large tracts 
of habitat for other nationally threatened mallee species including the Red-lored Whistler, Western 
Whipbird (eastern) and Regent Parrot (eastern). 
 
In response to this, BirdLife Australia recently hosted an ‘Emergency Summit on Threatened Mallee 
Birds’, attended by fire and mallee species experts from universities and representatives from State and 
Federal governments, to identify urgent actions needed to prevent these species from becoming extinct.  
Key outcomes of the summit include the ongoing development of Conservation Action Plans for a 
number of species, captive breeding and translocation feasibility studies for Mallee Emu-wren and 
agreement on the need to finalise the national Threatened Mallee Bird Recovery Plan and form a 
Recovery Team. 
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