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Summary

This poster presentation is an update on the progress made to re-establish a wild population of
Malleefowl on the Monarto Zoo property.

Abstract

The Monarto area, including the 1,000 hectare area of Monarto Zoo, once had a diverse range of fauna
living in a mosaic of dryland habitats. With European settlement, and large scale clearance of arable
land, this mosaic of habitats slowly reduced and, with the introduction of feral predators and herbivores,
the fauna diversity also reduced. With this decline went the Malleefowl from most of its local territory.

In recent years, much work has been carried out on the Monarto Zoo property to reverse these trends,
including re-establishing a mosaic of habitats on the variety of soil types; ensuring vegetation corridors
connect all vegetation zones; excluding and removing all feral predators and controlling feral herbivores;
determining what fauna species remain; and working towards the introduction of locally extinct fauna
species.

To re-populate Malleefowl onsite, a number of Malleefowl eggs were removed, under DEWNR permit,
from mounds in nearby Ferries McDonald Conservation Park. The number of eggs removed, and from
which mounds, was strictly controlled to ensure there was minimal impact on the wild population, while
providing as diverse a captive population as possible. The resulting chicks have now grown to full size
and will hopefully breed once mature. The resulting hatchlings, it is hoped, will then be able to be
released into the feral free environment recreated at Monarto Zoo, thus not only protecting the species
but increasing its range back into areas where it is now extinct.

Proceedings of the 5" National Malleefowl Forum 2014 262



A Zoos SA’ Monarto Restoration Project
Z os S ® * The Monarto Restoration Project (MRP) commenced in 2010
o under the stewardship of Zoos SA's conservation department.
ln Over that time it has received valuable funding support from
several State and Australian Government funding programs
and sponsorship investment.

* The project’s aim is to: protect and restore existing native
habitat on the property, manage the natural assets on Monarto
well such as our ephemeral waterways, improve connectively

a across both the property and the surrounding landscape, and
@&

to provide opportunities for our visitors to experience and
learn more about the mallee and grassland habitat and wildlife

on we enjoy on our site.
C : nserv a ¢ The MRP fulfils the two aspects of Zoos SA’s Mission and

demonstrates that— we exist to save species from
extinction and connect people with nature.

. .
The work of our restoration project so far .
i i lunteers from all walks of life.
loys a small dedicated team and mvolvgs vol i |
’ gfém: ;Ttﬁhr);se years 1,200 volunteers have contributed 5, DOC_l hours. Tt‘e flqan]celssm
value of their contribution is estimated at $125,000 however their support is priceless.
igi i Country program which enables
r team we host an Aboriginal Learing on vhich
:Ssn‘)\aaﬁga?nuto gain hands-on work experience and make a valuable contribution to
our team while studying to achieve certificates in land management. .
‘s 14km perimeter fence
ject includes a feral predator-proof upgrade_ to the zoo s
::3 ‘r)v::fac;ejment of cats, rabbits and foxes. The ultimate goal is to feral proof the
entire 1,000 hassite. oo -
i have been restored an
i 1, 33 hectares of degraded agricultural land ;
zmﬁot;oo tubestock representing 60 native plant species have been propagated and
planted on site. ) )
In the last year alone 120,000 visitors hadAthe op poﬂunny to travel through and find
out more about the work that we are doing via quided zoo bus tours.
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» We monitor our success via regular bio-surveys.

What we plan to do next

i it all the different natural
Land Management Plan that takes in to accoun ;
’ rD:s‘;?xI?czsa on the Mo:gno Zoo property to ensure we manage the whole site well and
maximise the benefits for animals and visitors.
Continue weed and feral species management on site. e
Infill previous large revegetation sites to ensure tree planting becomes future habita
for wildlife. N .
The Zoos SA's Master Plan (2014-2034) highlights a nurv;ll)e'r1ofitl)p:“p;)l\:;n:cx§ssy (g er::]a
i including a mallee trail,
more of our education role at Monarto incluc polest , ! ;
i to Australian species an
ibits including one for malleefowl, a precinct dedicat < rali
ml:\)l:;?; I:f I;ngnarlo’s land management and more bregdlng facn!ues for threatened
native species. The MRP will play a valuable role in the delivery of this plan.
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Insurance Population of Malleefowl for Ferries
McDonald Conservation Park

* Monarto Zoo provides accommodation to eight adolescent Malleefow!
provenanced to Ferries McDonald Conservation Park. As there is a very real
risk that a significant fire event could do serious damage to the population of
Malleefow! within Ferries McDonald, we will continue to hold an insurance
population to guarantee the genetics of this outlier population continue.

Breed for release

* The establishment of captive breeding of Malleefowl at Monarto Zoo has the
capacity to provide a large number of captive bred young which may be released
to natural environments both within the park and beyond.

Display and Interpretation ) ‘
* The endearing qualities of our <captive birds can be used to take advantage of
the large visitor base at the zoo to promote an increase in public awareness of
the plight of Malleefowl and other species under threat in the region due to
habitat loss and predation by feral animals. New interpretation graphics have
been installed at the Malleefow! aviary, while during the last school holidays,
Malleefowl activities and threats were also hi ghlighted to all
young visitors and their families.
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* During the last school holidays, Malleefow activities

5 d threats were highlighted to all young visitors
more information on the MRP . ar € ‘ere highlig young
g:’hﬂlip Ainsley (Manager Australian Conservation Programs, and their families through the use of the “Mallee
Zoos SA) painsley@zoossa.com.au Tales” trail. These holiday activities encouraged
3 ion Project Coordinator, visltor_sto visit all of the platforms on foot leading
g § Esr ;T)ybb:‘z::w::g ::::SO" N to aninformational display highlighting Malleefow!
00t .

unique mound building activities.
For more information on Monarto Malleefowl projects
Beth Pohl, Curator Monarto Zoo bpohl@zoossa.com.au
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